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New Zealand

To whom it may concern:

The University of Waikato’s Hamilton campus is situated in the Waikato Basin, 960km away from
Christchurch and on a different island.

The New Zealand Building Code (NZS 3604:2011) shows the Hamilton and Tauranga areas are deemed to
be in the lowest earthquake risk category; Christchurch is deemed to be higher risk. Experts say Hamilton is
the safest place in New Zealand from natural disasters including earthquakes, tsunami and hurricanes.

The 22 February earthquake in Christchurch registered 6.3 on the Richter Scale and was 5km deep. It
caused considerable damage. In the past 50 years, the Waikato region has had only six earthquakes that
registered higher than 6 on the Richter Scale. These were all very deep — between 150km and 324km. The
highest quake recorded in the region in 50 years was in 1999 — it measured 6.9 but at a depth of 160km.

Buildings used by international students at Waikato Pathways College in Hamilton and Tauranga meet the
seismic requirements of the NZ Building legislation. All of these buildings, with the exception of four small,
single-storey buildings in Hamilton, have been built since 1976 when stricter seismic Building Code
requirements were introduced.

These four corrugated iron-roofed buildings are situated away from other buildings and are classified by
the Hamilton City Council (local government) in the lowest earthquake risk category. The University of
Waikato has engaged consultants to provide a detailed seismic analysis of these four buildings. This
analysis has recommended some minor strengthening work is undertaken in two of the buildings; this will
occur during 2011.

The University also has a comprehensive emergency management system for any emergencies that might
occur, including earthquakes, and has excellent on-campus medical and other pastoral care services.

. des

Lester Finch
College & Business Development Manager
University of Waikato Pathways College
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